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Homeco m i ng 2007 
Perfect weather greeted a lumni  for Homecoming 
Weekend November 2-4. Top left: The 
Outstanding Young Alumni award winners 
were John Mancini '98 (far left), a veteran of the 
Afghanistan and Iraqi conflicts and now a urologic 
resident in San Antonio, and Mary-Mitchell 
Campbell '96 of New York, a musical orchestrator, 
teacher and founder of Artists Striving to End 
Poverty, a non-profit that works to empower 
i mpoverished youth. The Distinguished Alumni 
Award went to Mark Metz '85, an Atlanta 
entrepreneur and innovator in  the field of 
informational technology. Other highl ights, 
clockwise from top: A fan reflects on the action 
on the field; an adventurous student applies 
the final touches to a float; Patrick Sprague 
stretches for the goal in  the 52-49 win over Elan; 
the fall was at its peak; a young visitor strikes 
a Heisman-l ike pose. Photos by Jeremy Fleming 
and Wi l l  Lucas. 
Live at the Playhouse: Harry Anderson 
He played J udge Harry Stone on "Night 
Court" from 1984 to 1992. He went on to star 
in "Dave's World," where he worked with writer/ 
producer Donald Todd - a 1981 Furman graduate. 
And then Harry Anderson - magician, 
comic, Emmy nominee - said goodbye to 
Hollywood, moved to New Orleans, opened 
a magic shop and a nightclub, and settled in 
to what he and his wife figured would be a happy, 
contented life. 
Until Katrina hit in late August of 2005. 
The Andersons rode out the storm - "not 
a smart thing to have done," he says - and, in 
the weeks afterward, began opening their club 
for meetings that drew officials from the city, 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
and the Corps of Engineers. But they quickly 
became frustrated by the pace of recovery 
and what they considered the city's failures 
in communication and leadership. Although they loved the Big Easy, they decided to move. 
They wound up in Asheville, N.C., just up the road from Furman. 
Through Todd, Anderson knew about Rhett Bryson, longtime theatre professor at Furman and 
an accomplished magician himself. And since, as Anderson says, "Magicians naturally seek each 
other out, much like termites," they got in touch and arranged a meeting at Furman. Anderson 
later returned to see the theatre arts department's spring 2007 production of "Translations." 
It happened that Anderson was also working on a one-person show about his experiences pre­
and post-Katrina. Once he saw the Furman Playhouse, with its intimate, 1 10-seat layout, he decided 
he'd found the perfect spot to introduce "Drowned and Quartered: How History, Hope and Alcohol 
Failed to Save New Orleans" to the world. 
Which he did, in late September, with four performances over two weekends. A portion of the 
proceeds went to Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans. 
Anderson acknowledges that he has changed a bit since he first began flirting with Markie Post 
on "Night Court" more than 20 years ago. "People don't think I'm Harry Anderson, they think I'm 
the person who ate Harry Anderson," he jokes. 
But he hasn't lost the effortless style and comic timing that made him and his television shows 
so popular - and that add to the appeal of "Drowned and Quartered," in which he offers a compel­
lingly personal portrait of a city struggling to regain its past glory. 
Anderson will no doubt continue to refine his show for future audiences. If he brings it to your 
town, just remember where it got its start. 
- J I M  STEWART 
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